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Pazend (below Zend) is explained by the same
scholar in the sense of transcript of Pehlevi into
ordinary characters, while the language of such tran-
scripts should be called Parsl These transcripts are
not always correct, owing to the difficulty of the
Pehlevi alphabet, but they are considered authorita-
tive by the Parsis of the present day.

The language of Firdusi, the great epic poet of
Persia, the author of the Skahndmeh, about 1000 A. D.,
is P&rsi or Farsi, or modern Persian, only much freer
from Arabic ingredients than any other Persian poetry
of his own and of later times. In one sense it may be
called ancient Persian, but the later history of Persian
consists chiefly in the gradual increase of Arabic words,
which have crept into the language since the conquest
of Persia and the conversion of the Persians to the
religion of Mohammed.

IEANIC CLASS.

Zend or Median,                     Achaeineman Persian.

Cuneiform Inscriptions
600 to 336 B.C.

Sassanian Persian.

Pehlevi
226 to 900 A.D.

Modern Persian
1000 A.D.

Persian is spoken even now in many local dialects.
It is said that in the fourteenth century Pehlevi con-
tinued to be spoken in Zinjan near Kazwin, and that at
Maragah in Adarbaijan the language was a mixture
of Pehlevi and Arabic.1 Sometimes Bokharian is

1 Darmesteter, J&tudes Xraniennes, i. p. 43.